Moreover, Republican setbacks were not limited to the federal level. The GOP also lost a half dozen governorships in 2006, the largest number of gubernatorial losses for the party since 1982. And according to the National Conference of State Legislatures, the Republicans also lost more than 300 state legislative seats, leaving the party in control of both houses of the legislature in just 15 states, compared to 23 for the Democrats.
To be sure, the Republican losses in 2006 were not as great as they were for the Democrats in 1994, when Congress and a majority of governorships fell to the GOP. But that year, the Republican tidal wave caught the political community unaware, and there were dozens of vulnerable Democratic seats, particularly in the South, to be swept away. This time, Republicans had fewer exposed seats to defend as well as plenty of advanced warning that this would be a difficult fall. President Bush's approval rating was well below 40% much of the year and the standing of the Republican Congress stayed mired at a much lower level than that.
Election 2006: Where the Parties Stand
Democrats put an exclamation point on their 2006 ballot box success by winning a runoff election Dec. 12 in west Texas for a Republican-held House seat. That gave the Democrats an even 30-seat gain in the House this year to go with their six-seat gains in the Senate and the nation's governorships.
An asterisk (*) indicates that one of the independents elected to the Senate, Democratic incumbent Joe Lieberman, lost his bid for renomination in 2006 but successfully ran for reelection as an independent. He has indicated that he considers himself an "Independent Democrat." A pound sign (#) indicates that while the Democratic House total increased to 233 from 201 as a result of the 2006 election, the Democrats are credited with a net gain of 30 because one of the seats was a vacant one that they previously held and the Vermont at-large seat, which Democrats won this year, was held by independent Bernard Sanders, who had caucused with House Democrats. Bush was weighed down by rising public disapproval of the violent, seemingly endless war in Iraq, as well as lingering doubts about the administration's ability to handle domestic crises of the magnitude of Hurricane Katrina. As the 2006 election approached, Bush's job approval rating was more than 20 percentage points below where it had been on the eve of the 2002 midterm election, and fully 10 points below his standing throughout most of the fall of 2004. Congress drew fire for a "culture of corruption," which ended the careers of several ethically-
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and 2006: A Comparison
Like the Republicans in 1994, the Democrats this fall won control of both houses of Congress as well as a majority of the nation's governorships. Democrats in 2006 surpassed the '94 GOP's 7-percentage point margin of victory in the nationwide House vote, and built a much larger advantage than the Republicans had earlier in the overall Senate vote. On the other hand, the Democrats' edge in the overall gubernatorial vote in 2006 was much smaller than the GOP's margin 12 years earlier, due in no small part to Republican Arnold Schwarzenegger's nearly 1.5-million vote plurality in California. In the chart below, the number of Senate and gubernatorial seats won by each party in 1994 and 2006 is indicated in italics while the party's overall total is in parentheses. tainted Republican members, as well as for a growing reputation as an underperforming rubber stamp of the executive branch.
Republicans had hoped to minimize their losses by localizing the congressional races, insulating them from national tides in a way that would allow individual incumbents to emphasize their own records and exploit their large campaign chests. But the array of problems facing the GOP blunted that strategy, enabling Democrats to nationalize the congressional races by essentially saying: "Had enough, vote Democratic!"
As such, the 2006 midterm election ended up as a referendum on President Bush and Republican leadership -a referendum that the GOP clearly failed.
Abruptly ended (at least for the time being) is the Republican era of governance.
Put on hold (maybe for good) is any talk of a permanent Republican majority. 
Two-Term Presidents and Their Party at the 6-Year Mark
Since World War II: Presidents, Midterms and the Next Election
The 2006 results underscored a political rule of thumb that low approval ratings are usually accompanied by big midterm losses for the president's party in Congress. In 2006, George W. Bush had the lowest election-eve approval rating of any president in a midterm election year since Harry Truman in 1946.
The chart below includes midterm job approval ratings for post-World War II presidents in election-eve Gallup polls, the change in the number of House and Senate seats for the president's party in the midterm election, and the party's success or failure in the next presidential election. The good news for Republicans is that it is not unusual for the president's party to follow a midterm thumping with a presidential election victory two years later.
An asterisk (*) indicates that Richard Nixon resigned the presidency in August 1974 with a final approval rating of 24%. A pound sign (#) denotes that Democrat Al Gore won the popular vote for president in 2000 but lost the electoral vote. 
President
National House Vote
The Democrats finished the 2006 midterm election with a plurality in the nationwide House vote that was more than twice as large as that fashioned by President George W. Bush and congressional Republicans in 2004. The Democratic lead in ballots cast for the House of Representatives this November surpassed 6 million. Two years ago, Bush won the popular vote for president by barely 3 million votes, the same margin that Republicans won the overall House vote.
The Democratic advantage in the current congressional vote tally is the largest for either party since the 1980s, surpassing the Republican margin in 1994 when the GOP gained control of Congress with an edge of 4.9 million votes. In the last midterm election in 2002, the GOP margin was 3.6 million, as Republicans garnered 37.4 million House votes to 33.8 million for the Democrats. This year's tally includes results from all races where votes were counted, including those where the winner ran without major-party opposition. To be sure, much of the Democratic advantage in the congressional vote was due to the disproportionate number of races that Republicans conceded without a fight. Of the 55 districts where one of the major parties did not field a candidate, 45 were won by Democrats. The Democratic edge in these "uncontested" races was better than 3 million votes.
The nationwide tally of the 2006 House vote is based on official returns, although results are subject to amendment and could change slightly in some states.
Unusual Turnout Dynamic Keys Big Democratic Comback
A decisive congressional election success, of the sort that the Democrats scored Nov. 7, is often produced in one of three ways -a surge in the vote for the winning party from the previous midterm, a collapse in the vote for the losing party, or a big vote gain for the winning party that easily overcomes a smaller gain for the losing party.
But in 2006, there was something a bit different in the turnout dynamic -a dramatic increase in the Democratic House vote from the last midterm election in 2002, coupled with a perceptible decline in the Republican vote.
Results in terms of millions of votes.
Dems.
Reps. • Two-thirds of the Democratic gains in each chamber came in states or districts carried by President Bush in 2004.
• The defeat of Republican incumbents accounted for all the Senate switches and nearly threefourths (22) of the Democratic House gains. The other eight House seats picked up by the Democrats were open.
• The vast majority of the defeated Republican House incumbents were not newcomers, but veteran members. Nearly three-fourths (16) had at least four terms seniority. Five were six-term veterans and alumni of the GOP class of 1994; four had served at least 10 terms in the House. On the other hand, half (3) of the defeated Republican senators were finishing their first elected term.
• The bulk of the defeated Republican House incumbents did not have close races in 2004. Less than one-fourth of them (5) had won two years ago with less than 55% of the total vote. On the other hand, two-thirds (4) of the defeated GOP senators were sub-55% winners in their previous election. Democrats scored significant gains in the House this year largely because they were able to expand the playing field, which had shrunk dramatically in recent elections. When Republicans won control of Congress in 1994, there were nearly 100 competitive House races (as measured by a winning percentage of less than 55% of the total vote). In 2002, that number was less than 50, and two years ago, the total of such competitive House contests fell to just 32.
But this year, the number of sub-55% winners jumped to 68, the highest total in a decade. Going into the election, the bulk of these seats were held by Republicans. But Democrats won many of them Nov. 7, with the result that a number of the marginal House seats are now held either by Democratic challengers who won narrowly or Republican incumbents who barely escaped defeat. Altogether, 35 Republicans won in 2006 with less than 55% of the vote, compared to 33 Democrats.
It is too soon to say whether the congressional playing field will remain as large in 2008. It is hard to imagine the next election cycle being as difficult for Republicans. Nor are all the Democratic newcomers automatic targets of opportunity for the GOP. Neither the Democrats or the GOP these days can realistically portray themselves as America's 'party of choice' -underscored by the fact that even seemingly decisive elections like 2002, 2004, and 2006 were not determined by landslide margins. Not since 1986 has either party won more than 53% of the nationwide House vote. Not since 1988 has either party captured more than 51% of the popular vote for president. We may no longer be a '50-50' nation, but we still are not far removed from being one.
(Continued from Page 13)
NOT SO SAFE AFTER ALL: Republican Incumbents Take a Hit in 2006
In many recent elections, open seats have been the main battleground in congressional voting, as nearly all of the incumbents in both parties have routinely glided to reelection. But in 2006, the Democratic congressional takeover was due primarily to the party's success in ousting Republican incumbents. 
For the Record: 2006 House Election Results
The results in this and the following charts of 2006 Senate and gubernatorial results are based on official returns from all states. Results in some other states, though, are subject to amendment and may change slightly. Plurality (in votes) refers to the difference between the Democratic and Republican vote totals except in the two Senate contests that independent candidates won. There, plurality refers to the victory margin of the independent winner over the runner-up. Percentages are based on the total vote and do not always add to 100 due to rounding. Results are from all races where there was a vote tallied Nov. 7, including districts where one of the major parties did not field a candidate. Results from the two December runoffs in Lousiana and Texas are not included.
Special House Elections in 2005-06
There were six special elections held to fill vacancies in the 109th Congress. While none resulted in a seat switching party hands, two narrow Republican victories in decidedly GOP districts -the Ohio 2nd ( The final two special elections to fill vacancies in the outgoing Congress were held in conjunction with last's month general election. The results of both were anticlimactic. Democrat Albio Sires, who has served as speaker of the New Jersey General Assembly and mayor of West New York, handily won the special election to fill the unexpired term of Democratic Sen. Robert Menendez; Sires won the contest for the full term as well. Meanwhile, Houston City Councilwoman Shelley Sekula Gibbs easily won the special election in Texas to fill the unexpired term of Tom DeLay. But forced to run as a write-in candidate in voting for the same seat in the 110th Congress, she lost to former Democratic Rep. Nick Lampson. The latter did not contest the special election.
Because the special elections in the California 5th and the Texas 22nd allowed multiple candidates from one party on the ballot, only the percentage of the winning candidate in each race is listed. 
District
Gubernatorial Election Results
Of the 36 governorships up this year, 20 were won by Democrats and 16 by Republicans, resulting in a net gain of six governorships for the Democrats. Winners are indicated in bold. An asterisk (*) indicates an incumbent.
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